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[Art is telling stories of

[PANSYR&TANSYRE] 75> R-7IHRHF]  emotions without words)

Mr. Brendan Bracken Ms. Marie Wintzer Mr. Jii Suchy
Czech glass artist
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Coming to Japan - My Story Kevin Moxey

My name is Kev Moxey, an Australian who has lived in Sydney for most of my life.

This is the story of how I came to be not only living in Japan but also building a 47 sail boat here. S i
In 2005, during a period of time where my marriage had broken down, I met a beautiful Japanese lady 1
at church in Sydney. Her name was Megumi. i

i

As I was transitioning through the turmoil of the marriage relationship, I gave myself 12 months e—

to either allow the relationship to be restored or to let it go, so I was not looking to start any sort of ﬁ
relationship with her. During year we continued to be friends. .
The day came when the 12 months were up, there was no sign the marriage was going to continue, so the very next day I
invited Megumi out for dinner, 1 month later we were engaged and 6 months later we were married in Sydney.

Over the next 13 years we traveled to Japan twice a year to visit Meg’s family.

In April 2019 during one of those visits we realized that Meg’s mother’s health was declining and that we would need to
come and look after her.

We returned to Japan in October of that year with a plan to make the move to live here by the end of 2020.

At this stage we had already made the decision that for me, I would build a boat during the time we were living here. I met
with Miyuki san, whom I had met some years earlier, to tell her about my idea and that I was looking for a place to build it.
She put me in contact with one of here friends, Takamori san, who was a member of the Toyama Yacht Club.

I arranged to meet with him one Sunday afternoon and show him the drawings of the design I was wanting to build. At the
time of the meeting Takamori san also invited the president of the Yacht Club, Takakuwa san, to come.

It was an interesting meeting as neither of them had ever heard of someone building a yacht this big and that this crazy
Australian who has never built a boat before wanted to build one in Toyama.

2020...... the world was hit by the corona virus, travel between countries was stopped and we had no way to try and get here
to locate a building big enough for the boat.

During that year Takakuwa san was really helpful in sourcing a building that would be suitable.

In the final few days of 2020 we packed up all our belongings in Sydney and moved to Toyama. We signed a lease to rent the
building in January 2021 and then started the process of organizing delivery of all the parts that would be needed to build
the boat.

By July, both containers had arrived, cleared customs and were delivered to what [ am now calling it, The Boathouse.

It has been just over 3 years now of building and the boat is looking great, the same comment is made by everyone that



comes to see it.....”Its much bigger than I thought
It has been a real privilege to meet so many people locally and from all over Japan as they come to check out what has

become the largest sail boat now being built in Japan.

Work continues I am hoping to have it completed in the next 2 years. Of course, the Boathouse is open to anyone that would
like to visit and see for themselves.

Please contact me first for the best times to visit.

Saltandlight470@gmail.com
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Joanne Liselle :
: Almost two years ago, I moved to Toyama and began my journey as a full-time artist. Inspired by the beauty of the
Japanese countryside, nature has become a central theme in my art. [ combine Western painting techniques with locally ¢
: crafted washi paper to create paintings rich in colour and unique texture. To me, art is a portal to other worlds—a place :
where the boundaries between reality and imagination blur. This year marked a milestone in my journey, as my work :
. was exhibited for the first time and awarded the Youth Prize at the Art Exhibition of Toyama City. My painting 'Exhale’
. explored the importance of finding inner peace in the busyness of modern life. One of the most rewarding aspects of
: sharing my artwork has been hearing how other people find their own stories and meanings within it. As my journey
¢ develops, I look forward to creating more art that invites people to step into their own dreams. :
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