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& Supriya Pipil,Ph.D.

Hello! | am Supriya Pipil from India, living in Japan as my second home since
2011. Japan's rich culture always mesmerizes me. As the year ended, Japanese
supermarkets turned into lively spaces adorned with decorations, sparking my
curiosity.

| want to express my heartfelt thanks to Toyama Cosmopolitan Association and
Toyama Forest Club for organizing the 'Mini Kadomatsu Making' workshop on
December 17, 2023, for foreigners and TCA members. The workshop showcased
various Kadomatsu decorations, a highlight of year-end celebrations and its main intention was to
introduce foreigners to the traditional Japanese Kadomatsu, symbolizing the New Year.

During the workshop, we explored the meanings behind each plant in Kadomatsu, representing longevity
and prosperity for families. From Christmas until January 7th, pairs of Kadomatsu proudly grace homes.
Crafted from three bamboo pieces skillfully cut by Toyama's expert bamboo cutters, these bamboos were
impressively strong. All plants used were sourced from the charismatic Satoyama.

What amazed me most was the diverse participation of foreigners. Toyama, where such a multicultural
gathering was a curiosity for me, saw everyone creating delightful New Year parting gifts. The experience
was simply fascinating. *BABRIEPSICHUET .
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