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The Association of Foreign Wives of
Japanese (AFWJ)

Elizabeth Usui

The Association of Foreign Wives of Japanese (AFWJ) (B4
ADINEANEDE) was started by an American woman liv-
ing in Niigata in 1969. Life in that era must have been very
different compared to the present day and many homes did
not even have a telephone. The founder wanted to find other
women in Japan in a similar situation and so she contacted
a columnist for the Japan Times and organized a meeting for
other foreign wives of Japanese at the American Club in Tokyo
on September 7, 1969. From that inaugural meeting to the
present day, AFWJ has continued to be a source of support
and friendship for its members. It is a fee-paying association
and members receive a quarterly journal and can attend var-
ious events in their local district as well as the annual nation-
al convention which usually attracts around 100 members
from all over Japan and overseas. The 2020 convention was
scheduled to be held in Toyama city this past October, how-
ever, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to cancel the
event. At this stage, we are hoping to reschedule it for 2022.

| have been a member of AFWJ since 2000 and have appreci-
ated the help, support, and friendship the members have given
me over the past 20 years. | have become friends with other
foreign wives living all over Japan and | think this would not have
been possible without AFWJ. Our current membership within Ja-
pan and overseas is around 500. Admittedly, our membership
has decreased since the advent of the Internet and other Social
Networking Sites. It is a lot easier for people these days to find
other people who share similar circumstances and interests and
join groups on Facebook for example. However, AFWJ offers a
special closeness and comradery that | think is difficult to find in
many online groups. Membership is open to all foreign women
with Japanese partners and costs ¥7,000 per year. For more
information please check our website at https://afwj.org

Research is The Essence of Science
Khaled Ghandour, Ph.D.
Specially Appointed Assistant Professor.
Graduate School of Innovative life Sciences.
University of Toyama

COVID-19 has certainly affected the life of all our friends and
families. Doing research in the amidst of the COVID-19 crisis is
certainly among the most difficult things and challenging jobs to
do. Doing research is based mainly on discussing and sharing
your ideas in scientific symposia and giving seminars which was
all stopped and banned in response to the latest COVID-19 cri-
sis.

Because sharing your ideas and thoughts with others always
help you get new ideas and broaden your knowledge.

Also, because of the COVID-19 crisis | was stuck in Egypt after
spending a vacation there and could not return to Japan for
8 months. Moreover, after reaching Japan | had to stay for 2
weeks in a hotel as a quarantine before returning back to the
University of Toyama and start doing my research again.
However, we strive to continue to do our research among all
these difficult circumstances by taking all the precautions and
the protective measures so that we can both pursue our re-
search and protect our health and those we love. In order to
try to help all the community and the world with the world class
level research we are doing.
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