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The International Exchange Festival 2011

Ms. Kerrie Hankinson (Australia)

Toyama! What an amazing place! And who would
think that you can travel all around the world
without leaving this wonderful city! It’s true!
Have you heard of the Toyama International
Exchange Festival? At this wonderful annual
event, this is exactly what you can do!

Let me tell you about this year’ s happenings. |
arrived with others for the setting up of country

booths. Tireless volunteers had spent the previ-
ous day preparing for us. There was lots of fun
and chatting, catching up with old friends, not to
mention making new ones! This year there were
colourful and interesting stalls from more than 20

different countries! The festival opened to
wonderful music. People started wandering
around and the cultural and social exchange
really got underway!

The festival spread across three levels of the CiC
Building. As well as country booths there was so

much to get involved in!

Music and dancing contin-

ued throughout both days! There were
wonderful foods to be eaten from different parts
of the world. You could also try a variety of Japa-
nese traditions and learn about what to do in the
case of a disaster. For the kids there was the kids
corner. There were screenings of award winners
from this year’ s Japan Wildlife Film Festival (also
held in Toyama!). If you felt crafty you could join
handcraft workshops, or learn dance from
around the world. Do you like karaoke? The festi-
val includes a karaoke competition as well!

This marvellous festival has something for every-
one, whether you are a local, foreign resident, or
tourist; a participant or spectator; and regardless
of age! It shouldn’ t be missed! Hope to see you
there next year!
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