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| joined last summer the Japanese intensive course. As
the course's name says, it was very intensive, there were
many things we learned within short period of time. For me
the course did what | wanted it to do, tc motivate me to

study more and help me to realize in what particular things
| need to focus. Also there was a good chance to ask un-
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familiar things from the teacher and have discussions with EBUESHEEL. =L RDL

other students. BEDODMILELCDODWVWTHBETVICLEE
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My Experiences in Japan and The International HFYBNT-RIC
Exchange Festival at TCA e

. o L
By Jin-Won Lee _—
My name is Jin-Won and [ have the pleasure of contributing to this

month’s newsletter. About myself, I' ve been having an amazing ex-

perience in Japan while on a 3-month travel Visa. I flew into Narita

about 2 months ago, not knowing what to expect. Although I spent 1
exhilarating week traveling through Tokyo, Kyoto and Nara, my real

destination was the quaint sea-side town of Wajima, where my favor-

ite movie “Maboroshi no Hikari” was filmed. Once in Wajima, | ex- =
plored the Noto fishing communities, hiking along the coast from Waji- Iiré.;fti

ma to Anamizu. Afterwards, I somehow discovered Toyama, a city .Y

surrounded by majestic mountains. It was then that stumbled upon e

the Toyama Cosmopolitan Association, where I was introduced to

new [riends, Nihongo tutors and even my current homestay family. Then, the folks at TCA offered me the opportuni-
ty to help out at this year’s International Exchange Festival.
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The International Exchange Festival is an annual event where foreigners residing in Toyama have the opportunity to
share their culture and experiences with their local community. I decided to use the Canada Booth as an opportunity
to re-learn about Canada and how fortunate Canadians are to be living in such a diverse, tolerant and safe country. As-
sembling the picture gallery, I rediscovered the majestic beauty of the west-coast forests, the stark purity of the north-
ern territories, the infinite horizons of the prairies, and the proud history of the maritime communities. While prepar-
ing a short history of Canada, I learned about sacrifices of a nation whose humble colonial beginnings led to the
thriving, culturallydiverse haven that Canada represents today.

The day of the event was with filled with excitement as people from various nations came together to set up their
booths, straighten their flags and share stories of their experiences with one another. I was fortunate to see an ener-
getic Sanshin-performance, taste local treats from all over the world and learn how to say “Thank You”in 10 different
languages. I'd like to thank all the wonderful folks at TCA and my booth-partner (and fellow Canadian) Calen, for con-
tributing his time and much-needed Canadian memorabilia, including a gigantic flag of British Columbia. I have loads
of precious memories and I hope that I can participate again next vear!
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"How to prevent the increasing rate of suicides in Japan."
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