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"THE PILOT" CAPTAIN, HORITA Kunlo
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"An illustrator from Paris" Mr.Jean-Paul Buquet
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Experiencing the beauty of Toyama (ZL!R) , one of Japan’s mountainous prefectures

Akinyi Omondi
My name is Akinyi Omondi, a Kenyan studying at the Graduate School of Sustainability Studies, University of Toyama,
Toyama Prefecture, Japan.
Toyama is a Japanese word for rich in mountains, a prefecture located in the western part of rural Japan; in this location,
you hardly meet foreigners, particularly of African origin. But things are gradually changing. The prefecture is characterized
by a variety of scenic landscapes such as mountains, beaches, rivers and forests. Here, every interaction with nature and the
tranquility, is imbued with genuine warmth that reminds one of the simple joys of human connection.
Toyama prefecture is full of fun activities and guided tours that serve various interests including tea brewing (Z%3&) , origami
(#T0#K) , glass art, ancient tin making, Yukata making, snow trekking and adventurous hiking in the scenic landscapes.
Exploring the Tateyama Korube Alpine route and the relaxing pristine Iwasehama Beach offers the opportunity to expand
horizons.
There are vibrant events and festivals, throughout the year, such as Yatsuo festivals and Osawano fireworks, some of which
I have had the great pleasure to attend. The international exchange festival is an annual event, a celebration of global cross-
cultural unity, that fosters interactions among various nationalities. It serves as a unique opportunity to connect, engage, learn
from one another and embrace cultural diversity. Country representatives showcase cultural artefacts, perform traditional
dances, songs and serve traditional cuisine. More than just a festival, it promotes the values of inclusivity and cultural
appreciation, in addition, it introduces the international community and travelers to the beauty of Toyama prefecture.
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